ST. GERARD’S CATHOLIC PARISH Parish Priest: Fr. Shanthaiah Marneni

Parish Phone: 9792 4422 Parish Email: dandenongnorth@cam.org.au
Website: www.stgerards.org.au Facebook: facebook.com/saintgerardparish
w Address: 71 Gladstone Road, Dandenong North, Victoria, 3175
7 ?5 ' Confession: Tuesday to Saturday 8:20am-8:50am also Saturday prior to & after Mass until 10:30am
< || Parish Secretary: Sinthia Stellato (Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday)
Q“ Parish Secretary & Safeguarding Officer: Sumitha Moses (Monday & Thursday)

p R\\}f') 4. | Office: Monday & Thursday only 9.00am to 2.30pm.
w Principal of St. Gerard’s Catholic School: Mr. Paul Cowan
. School Phone: 9791 7553 Email: principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St. Gerard’s parish, where we foster the wellbeing and safety of all children and adults at risk. Since we take the safety of
our young and vulnerable parishioners seriously, we have a zero tolerance policy when it comes to abuse. All parishioners have the
right to feel safe and welcome. If you have any concerns, visit https://www.stgerards.org.au/child-safety-professional-standards/
or see the Safeguarding Officer. “Child Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility”

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Celebrating the Feast of St. Gerard
Readings for Mass (Year C) - October 18/19, 2025

Entrance Antiphon: To You I call; for You will surely heed me, O God; Turn Your ear to me; hear
my words. Guard me as the apple of Your eye; in the shadow of Your wings protect me.

First Reading - Exodus 17:8-13

The Amalekites came and attacked Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, ‘Pick out men for
yourself, and tomorrow morning march out to engage Amalek. I, meanwhile, will stand on the
hilltop, the staff of God in my hand.” Joshua did as Moses told him and marched out to engage
Amalek, while Moses and Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. As long as Moses kept his
arms raised, Israel had the advantage; when he let his arms fall, the advantage went to Amalek.
But Moses” arms grew heavy, so they took a stone and put it under him and on this he sat, Aaron
and Hur supporting his arms, one on one side, one on the other; and his arms remained firm till
sunset. With the edge of the sword Joshua cut down Amalek and his people.

Responsorial Psalm: Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Second Reading - 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2

You must keep to what you have been taught and know to be true; remember who your teachers
were, and how, ever since you were a child, you have known the holy scriptures - from these you
can learn the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired
by God and can profitably be used for teaching, for refuting error, for guiding people’s lives and
teaching them to be holy. This is how the man who is dedicated to God becomes fully equipped
and ready for any good work. Before God and before Christ Jesus who is to be judge of the living
and the dead, I put this duty to you, in the name of his Appearing and of his kingdom: proclaim
the message and, welcome or unwelcome, insist on it. Refute falsehood, correct error, call to
obedience - but do all with patience and with the intention of teaching.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The word of God is living and active; it probes the
thoughts and motives of our heart. Alleluia!

Gospel Reading - Luke 18:1-8

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never lose heart. “There
was a judge in a certain town’ he said “who had neither fear of God nor respect for man. In the
same town there was a widow who kept on coming to him and saying, “I want justice from you
against my enemy!” For a long time he refused, but at last he said to himself, “Maybe I have
neither fear of God nor respect for man, but since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow
her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry me to death.”” And the Lord said “You
notice what the unjust judge has to say? Now will not God see justice done to his chosen who cry
to him day and night even when he delays to help them? I promise you, he will see justice done to
them, and done speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on earth?’

Communion Antiphon: Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, who hope in His
merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.
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Prayer to St Gerard Majella
Great protector of the family, St Gerard, we ask your prayers for all parents, that they may receive the grace
to live in the love of God and bring up their children to know and love Him with all their
hearts. We ask you to pray also that those who take the lives of unborn innocents and attack
the dignity of motherhood, may come to see the error of their ways, and that all may value
the true holiness of Christian family life. God, our loving Father, Your love gives life to the
world. Bless and make holy all human love, especially the life-giving love of husband and
wife. May Your love fill the hearts and homes of all families, so that the world may enjoy the
peace and happiness promised by Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained by Dr Edward Sri / RCIA Program
Join us this Thursday at 7pm as we explore the topic of The Story of Salvation. This beautifully crafted video series provides
a deep exploration into our faith that will benefit all who attend. Whether you are considering becoming Catholic, are new to

the faith or are an experienced Catholic you are guaranteed to learn something and find it to be a worthwhile experience.
Contact: Jeff on 0477 188 883.

Australia Catholic Youth Festival 2025
The Archdiocese of Melbourne is anticipating welcoming young people from various dioceses, schools, parishes, communities
and groups to the Festival later this year. Preparations have been underway for many months; however, at this critical juncture,
with few weeks until the Festival, I wish to provide a summary of some of this work, and importantly, some key announcements
we are able to share regarding registration, programming and speakers. Significant registration information, including pricing,
methods of payment, terms and conditions and group types can be found via the registration page of ACYF website:
www.acyf.org.au/registration. Last day 30th October. 2025.

As we prepare to celebrate World Mission Sunday this Sunday, 19 October, we're pleased November Masses

to share something truly special. Pope Leo has released a short video message inviting the | | Please bring your envelopes to the

global Church to stand in solidarity with communities in need. View online: YouTube link. office or hand directly to
Together, let’s echo the Holy Father’s call and bring hope where it’s needed most. qFr Shanthaiah.

Welcome Our Lady into your home!
The Legion of Mary invites Parishioners to welcome the pilgrim statue of Our Lady of Fatima into their homes. It is an
opportunity for the family to pray together, seeking our Blessed Mother’s intercession. If interested, please register your name in
the sheet in the church foyer. The coordinator will contact you to discuss your availability to host the statue of Our Lady.

il

THE BETHANY WAY INTRODUCTORY RETREAT - ‘At the feet of Jesus: on
retreat with Mary, Martha and Lazarus’ to be held on Saturday 8 November 2025,

12noon - 4pm Catholic Leadership Centre, East Melbourne. All are invited to this free '

retreat opening anew key passages of Scripture relating to Jesus’ relationship with the ‘ o "I
family at Bethany. Discover Bethany, and your relationship with Jesus Christ, with - e '

reflective talks and plenty of time for personal prayer. The retreat will introduce you to | T .‘l ‘

h SN

The Bethany Way, a new immersive formation offering in 2026. Learn more and
register: https://melbournecatholic.org/bethanyway

: APastoral Letter to the
March for the Babies 2025 Catholics of Victoria on
Thanks to all that attended the March for babies which was a great day and huge success. Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide
The prayer from Fr Mahur Gurges touched the hearts of all of us and the inspiring speakers

captured the audience. I would estimate that we | the state Government is seeking te amend

had around 3000 people attend, which was a Victorias euthanasia and assisted suicide laws,

bi ber than last but not th t It passed, the new laws would further weaken
12gCT numober than Iast year but not the mos protections for vulnerable patients and reduce

we've had. A special thank you to Derek and protections for nurses, docters and other medical

. practitioners whao conscientiously abject.
Maree who generOUSIY pI‘OVlded the bus. Hope to In response, the Bishops of Victoria have written

see a bigger number next year, which will be on | a pastoral letter asking that we contact our local

. Members of Parliament and urge them to vote
10th October 2026, the anniversary of the against these laws

abortion law passed in Melbourne. (By Susan You can read the letter online and find
: ; . out more by scanning the QR code or
Seeruthun.) Please see link for more pics https:// via: wwwbit ly/EuthanaclaBil
MARCH FOR BABIES 2025 www.facebook.com/100069570211677/posts/
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MASS and INTENTIONS

Saturday Vigil, 18th October - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass 5:30pm Ivan Skoblar (Remembrance %=)
and Giuseppe Compasso (Death Anniversary ")

Mass 7:00pm Maronite Community
Sunday, 19th October - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Feast of Saint Gerard Majella
Mass 8:30am Thanksgiving from the family of Zvonko Glavacevic
Mass 10:30am Feast Day in honour of Saint Gerard Majella -

Mass officiated by Bishop Thinh Nguyen DD

Mass 3:30pm French Community
ok No Evening Mass at 5:30pm o
Monday 20th October
Mass 9:15am For blessing & intentions of the Glavacevic family
and For the good health of Gabby
Tuesday 21st October
Mass 9:15am Repose of the soul of Rosamma Sebastian

(Remembrance =)
and Thanksgiving offering to St. Anthony from Nigel
and Maria Rodrigues
Wednesday 22nd October
Mass 9:15am Repose of the soul of P.K Sebastian (Remembrance %=)
and For the good health of Gabby
Thursday 23rd October
Mass 9:15am For blessing & intentions of the Glavacevic family
and Bala Thiruchelvam - For their recovery from illness
Friday 24th October
Mass 9:15am Reginald Baptiste (Death Anniversary %=)
and Eileen Lovett (Death Anniversary =)
Saturday 25th October
Mass 9:15am Fr Anthony Guelen (Death Anniversary =)
and Francis Anthony (17th Death Anniversary =)
Saturday Vigil, 25th October - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass 5:30pm Bertha Ratnayake (Death Anniversary =)
Mass 7:00pm Maronite Community
Sunday, 26th October - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass 8:30am Zora Skoblar (Remembrance =)
and Trudie Chmielewski (Death Anniversary =)
Welcome Rite Blessing
and For the souls in Purgatory
and Repose of the Soul of P.K. Sebastian
(1st Death Anniversary =)
Ivan Glavacevic (Remembrance =)

Mass 10:30am

Mass 5:30pm

Please pray for...
Our sick: Heather Fernandez, Steven &
Monica Dickson, Ricky & Katrina,
Jeanne Joseph, Colin Hillas, Fr. Brendan
Lane, Giuseppina Bonato, Anne
Moorthy, Lucia Gatt, Audrey Hoareau,
Lynette Mary Whetton, Lucia, Sean
VanTwest, Dale Rozario, Mauraad
Beshy, Wafaa Farah, Blanca Vazquez,
Raymond Mifsud, Maria Oblak, Gration
Vettivelu, Rocco, Christine Joseph,

Cristina de Gallegos, Anne Daley,
Manuel Mira, John Keble, Francis
Salmon, Fr. Michael Shadbolt, Carlton
Jackson, Gerard Hoareau, Chanelle,
Susan McKenna, Claris Giacomini

The recently deceased:

Fr Francis Burns, Walter Nyss, Sarah
Jane, Prudence Candappa, Anthony
Machado, Antoinette Cortese
Anniversaries/Remembrances:
Victor Vella, Giuseppe Compasso,
Antonio Cardamone, Francis Deayton,
George Kurian

Church Cleaning
Saturday, October 25
Legion of Mary
Saturday, November 1
Gonsalves family, Mario, L. Harper

Weekly Collection
12th October, 2025
Thanksgiving: $1,309.00
Presbytery: $642.50

Reading Roster
Saturday, 25th October

5:30pm B. Collins
Sunday, 26th October
8:30am G. Markezic
10:30am J. Abraham
5:30pm J. Panicker
Saturday, 1st November
5:30pm J. Fernando
Sunday, 2nd November
8:30am I. Mulipola
10:30am E. Ebert
5:30pm L. Hector

Parish Pilgrimage to Bendigo Cathedral & Tapino Shrine Baccus Marsh — As part of our Jubilee Year of Hope celebrations,

we are organising a parish pilgrimage to Sacred Heart Cathedral in Bendigo on Saturday, 25th October. A bus will be organised

which will leave St. Mary’s at 7.30am sharp and will return by 4.30pm. The cost per person is $30. Please bring your own lunch
and drinks. If you would like to attend, please call the Parish Office on 9792 4422.




Daily Antiphons - Monday October 20 to Saturday October 25, 2025

Monday of the Twenty-Ninth Week in Ordinary Time - October 20

Entrance Antiphon: To You I call; for You will surely heed me, O God; Turn Your ear to me; hear my
words. Guard me as the apple of Your eye; in the shadow of Your wings protect me.

Responsorial Psalm: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; He has come to His people.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, who hope in His
merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.

Tuesday of the Twenty-Ninth Week in Ordinary Time - October 21

Entrance Antiphon: To You I call; for You will surely heed me, O God; Turn Your ear to me; hear my
words. Guard me as the apple of Your eye; in the shadow of Your wings protect me.

Responsorial Psalm: Here am I, Lord; I come to do Your will.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful, pray constantly, that you may be worthy to stand
before the Son of Man. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, who hope in His
merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.

Wednesday of the Twenty-Ninth Week in Ordinary Time - October 22

Entrance Antiphon: To You I call; for You will surely heed me, O God; Turn Your ear to me; hear my
words. Guard me as the apple of Your eye; in the shadow of Your wings protect me.

Responsorial Psalm: Our help is in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son of Man is
coming. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, who hope in His
merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.

Thursday of the Twenty-Ninth Week in Ordinary Time - October 23

Entrance Antiphon: To You I call; for You will surely heed me, O God; Turn Your ear to me; hear my
words. Guard me as the apple of Your eye; in the shadow of Your wings protect me.

Responsorial Psalm: Happy are they who hope in the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I count all things worthless but this: to gain Jesus Christ and to
be found in Him. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, who hope in His
merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.

Friday of the Twenty-Ninth Week in Ordinary Time - October 24

Entrance Antiphon: To You I call; for You will surely heed me, O God; Turn Your ear to me; hear my
words. Guard me as the apple of Your eye; in the shadow of Your wings protect me.

Responsorial Psalm: Teach me Your laws, O Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; You have
revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, who hope in His
merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.

Saturday of the Twenty-Ninth Week in Ordinary Time - October 25

Entrance Antiphon: To You I call; for You will surely heed me, O God; Turn Your ear to me; hear my
words. Guard me as the apple of Your eye; in the shadow of Your wings protect me.

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, this is the people that longs to see Your face.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! 1 do not wish the sinner to die, says the Lord, but to turn to Me
and live. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, who hope in His
merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.




