e ST. GERARD’S CATHOLIC PARISH Parish Priest: Fr. Shanthaiah Marneni

Q:,o'f" Parish Phone: 9792 4422 Parish Email: dandenongnorth@cam.org.au
Ny Website: www.stgerards.org.au Facebook: facebook.com/saintgerardparish e
9?’ . _“‘ Address: 71 Gladstone Road, Dandenong North, Victoria, 3175

w
% ' Confession: Tuesday to Saturday 8:20am-8:50am also Saturday prior to & after Mass until 10:30am
T | Parish Secretary: Sinthia Stellato (Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday)

¢ 0‘4 Parish Secretary & Safeguarding Officer: Sumitha Moses (Monday & Thursday)

p R\"\(o y Office hours: Monday to Friday from 9.00am to 2.30pm
m Principal of St. Gerard’s Catholic School: Mr. Paul Cowan
l School Phone: 9791 7553 Email: principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au

Welcome to St. Gerard’s parish, where we foster the wellbeing and safety of all children and adults at risk. Since we take the
safety of our young and vulnerable parishioners seriously, we have a zero tolerance policy when it comes to abuse. All
parishioners have the right to feel safe and welcome. If you have any concerns, visit https://www.stgerards.org.au/child-
safety-professional-standards/ or see the Safeguarding Officer. “Child Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility”

First Sunday of Lent - Readings for Mass (Year C) - March 8/9, 2025

Entrance Antiphon: When He calls on me, I will answer Him; I will deliver Him and give Him glory, I will
grant Him length of days.

First Reading - Deuteronomy 26:4-10

Moses said to the people: ‘The priest shall take the pannier from your hand and lay it before the altar of the
Lord your God. Then, in the sight of the Lord your God, you must make this pronouncement: “My father
was a wandering Aramaean. He went down into Egypt to find refuge there, few in numbers; but there he
became a nation, great, mighty, and strong. The Egyptians ill-treated us, they gave us no peace and inflicted
harsh slavery on us. But we called on the Lord, the God of our fathers. The Lord heard our voice and saw
our misery, our toil and our oppression; and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with mighty hand and
outstretched arm, with great terror, and with signs and wonders. He brought us here and gave us this land,
a land where milk and honey flow. Here then I bring the first-fruits of the produce of the soil that you, the
Lord, have given me.” ‘You must then lay them before the Lord your God, and bow down in the sight of the
Lord your God.’

Responsorial Psalm: Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.
Second Reading - Romans 10:8-13

Scripture says: The word (that is the faith we proclaim) is very near to you, it is on your lips and in your
heart. If your lips confess that Jesus is Lord and if you believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, then you will be saved. By believing from the heart you are made righteous; by confessing with your
lips you are saved. When scripture says: those who believe in him will have no cause for shame, it makes no
distinction between Jew and Greek: all belong to the same Lord who is rich enough, however many ask his
help, for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

Gospel Acclamation: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless Glory! No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless
Glory!

Gospel Reading - Luke 4:1-13

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit through the wilderness, being
tempted there by the devil for forty days. During that time he ate nothing and at the end he was hungry.
Then the devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to turn into a loaf.” But Jesus replied,
‘Scripture says: Man does not live on bread alone.” Then leading him to a height, the devil showed him in a
moment of time all the kingdoms of the world and said to him, ‘I will give you all this power and the glory
of these kingdoms, for it has been committed to me and I give it to anyone I choose. Worship me, then, and
it shall all be yours.” But Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says: You must worship the Lord your God, and
serve him alone.” Then he led him to Jerusalem and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you
are the Son of God,” he said to him ‘throw yourself down from here, for scripture says: He will put his angels
in charge of you to guard you, and again: They will hold you up on their hands in case you hurt your foot
against a stone.” But Jesus answered him, ‘It has been said: You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’
Having exhausted all these ways of tempting him, the devil left him, to return at the appointed time.

Communion Antiphon: One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the
mouth of God.
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Prayer to St Gerard Majella

Great protector of the family, St Gerard, we ask your prayers for all parents, that they may receive the

grace to live in the love of God and bring up their children to know and love Him with
all their hearts. We ask you to pray also that those who take the lives of unborn

innocents and attack the dignity of motherhood, may come to see the error of their
ways, and that all may value the true holiness of Christian family life. God, our loving
Father, Your love gives life to the world. Bless and make holy all human love, especially
the life-giving love of husband and wife. May Your love fill the hearts and homes of all

families, so that the world may enjoy the peace and happiness promised by
Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained - Join us Sundays 9:30am — 11:30am in the Majellan room for a 20 week exploration
of the richness of the Catholic faith through a video presentation featuring Dr Edward Sri. This week we will be exploring
"Grace, & the Path to Happiness." Contact: Jeff Zaher 0477188883. All are welcome.

The Legion of Mary will lead the Stations of the Cross right after the 9:15 mass every Rosary for Life after the 8:30am

Monday during Lent, commencing from the 10th of March. We invite all parishioners| | Sunday Mass. Everyone is welcome to

to join us. Together, let's walk with Jesus on His journey to Calvary, meditating on His join and pray a Rosary devoted to
suffering and sacrifice, as we deepen our faith and connection to our Lord. babies in danger of abortion.

The Truth Goodness Beauty Project is hosting 'Faith & Culture Sessions' over six Saturdays during Lent 2025.
Gather at St Peter’s Toorak Parish Centre to hear international Catholic speakers and theologians, joining live via Zoom from
around the world. Each session begins with brunch, followed by a live-streamed talk and a relaxed Q&A. At the heart of these

sessions is a sense of genuine community and fellowship. They create an environment where you can meet and connect with

other Catholics, ask honest questions, and explore new perspectives. The first session kicks off on 8 March with Fr Dave Pivonka,

President of Franciscan University of Steubenville. A Franciscan priest and international speaker renowned for his teachings on

the Holy Spirit, Fr Dave has decades of pastoral experience and holds a Doctorate in Sacred Theology from The Catholic

University of America. For more information and to book tickets, please visit: Faith & Culture Sessions — Season 1 - About the

Truth Goodness Beauty Project. The Truth Goodness Beauty Project is a Melbourne-based initiative that seeks to connect, inspire,
and form Catholics through events, resources, ministries, and community gatherings.
For more details, visit: truthgoodnessbeautyproject.com.au

The St. Gerard’s Charismatic Prayer Group wish to invite new members to join them in prayer on a Thursday evening at
7:30pm 1n the Library hall. Please contact Doreen on 0408 247 790 or Michele on 0405 676 296.

Dandenong Deanery Council - LISTENING TO THE VOICES THAT ECHO: The Year of the Jubilee. DATE: Wednesday
19th March 2025. VENUE: St John’s Regional College, Graduate’s Restaurant Caroline Street, Dandenong. New start time:
5.45pm for a 6pm start. COST: $48 for a 3 course meal, wine & beer. Guest Speaker: TBA. RSVP: by Friday, 14th March at the
latest to Paddy on 0422 296 961 or email: dandenongdeanery(@live.com.au. Cash, cheque or direct deposit only.

Ever thought volunteering overseas was beyond you? IT’S NOT. Palms always values our older participants for the wisdom and
resourcefulness they share in communities! Palms is celebrating our seniors with a special online session showcasing older
volunteers’ experience and insights from the mission field. Explore our unique opportunities and match your life experience to
the experience of a lifetime! Venue: Online via Zoom- Scan the QR or register at palms.org.au/events.

Date: Thursday 27 March 2025. Time: 11 am — 12 pm. Contact 02 9560 5333 or palms@palms.org.au.

St. Vincent De Paul are seeking volunteers for the piety stall. The commitment would be for three hours once a month. If you
have the time and would like to volunteer, please leave your details at the piety stall. If you have lost items such as prescribed
glasses/sunglasses/rosaries/prayer books or anything else please visit the piety stall. Thank you.

God and Beer - Topic: Original Solitude, Identity, and the Call to Love. With Speaker: Anna Krohn. Date: Monday 17th
March. Time: 6.30pm dinner available for purchase, 7.30pm for the talk. Venue: Notting Hill Hotel (Steakhouse Room), 260-262
Ferntree Gully Rd, Notting Hill. In this talk, we explore "Original Solitude"—a key insight from St. John Paul II’s Theology of
the Body—which reveals how our deepest identity 1s discovered in our relationship with God. Through solitude, we come to
recognise our unique dignity, our longing for communion, and our call to love. In a world filled with noise and distractions, this
talk offers a fresh perspective on identity, purpose, and what it means to be made for love. Anna Krohn is a Catholic educator,
writer, and speaker with a deep passion for theology, philosophy, and the Catholic intellectual tradition.
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MASS and INTENTIONS

Saturday Vigil, March 8 - First Sunday of Lent
Mass 5:30pm  Francesca Tomaino (Death Anniversary =)
and Mass of Thanksgiving from the Fernando
Family
Mass 7:00pm  Maronite Community
Sunday, March 9 - First Sunday of Lent

Mass 8:30am  Joelle Lebrasse & Serge David
(Recently Deceased =)

Mass 10:30am  Angelina Sacco (Death Anniversary =)
Mass 3:30pm  Tamil Mass
Mass 5:30pm  Ivan Glavan & Zora Glavan (Remembrance %*)
Monday, March 10
Mass 9:15am  Ivan Glavan & Zora Glavan (Remembrance =)
After Mass Stations of the Cross with the Legion of Mary
Tuesday, March 11
Mass 9:15am  Simone Valadon (3rd Death Anniversary %=)

and John Mark Gubbins (11/th Death Anniversary =)

Wednesday, March 12

Mass 9:15am  Philomena Edmonds (Remembrance =)

Thursday, March 13

Mass 9:15am  For the good health of Karen & Hermione
Daniels

Friday, March 14

Mass 9:15am  For the good health of Karen & Hermione
Daniels

6:30pm Stations of the Cross followed by Mass

Mass 7:00pm Intentions of the Parish

8:00pm Maronite Community Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 15

Mass 9:15am  For the good health of Karen & Hermione

Daniels
Saturday Vigil, March 15 - Second Sunday of Lent
Mass 5:30pm  Intentions of the Parish
Mass 7:00pm  Maronite Community
Sunday, March 16 - Second Sunday of Lent

Mass 8:30am  Joelle Lebrasse & Serge David
(Recently Deceased =)
and Special Intention
Mass 10:30am  (Death Anniversary =)
Mass 3:30pm  French Mass

Mass 5:30pm  Intentions of the Parish

Please pray for...

Our sick: Lovett & Frances Dos
Remedios, Heather Fernandez, Steven
& Monica Dickson, Sandy Hayman,
Jeanne Joseph, Colin Hillas,
Giuseppina Bonato, Anne Moorthy,
Jasmine Jimenez, Ricky & Katrina,
Stella Joseph, Lucia Gatt, Audrey
Hoareau, Lynette Mary Whetton,
Maree Kipping, Lucia, John Cook,
Angelina Mercuri, Sean VanTwest

The recently deceased:

Fr. John O’Reilly PE, Rosa Donato,
Katia Maatouk, Maurice Taweel,
Calvin Fernando, Rogelio Reyes, Fr
Peter Francis Carrucan PE
Anniversaries/Remembrances:
Francesca Tomaino, Angelina Sacco
Ivan and Zora Glavan, Simone
Valadon

Church Cleaning
Saturday, March 15
Moses Family, Vincent, Rebecca,

Veronica
Saturday, March 22
Legion of Mary

Reading Roster
Saturday, March 15

5:30pm P. Kroon
Sunday, March 16
8:30am D. Naidoo
10:30am J. Abraham
5:30pm M. Yallapa
Saturday, March 22
5:30pm D. Franklin
Sunday, March 23
8:30am I. Mulipola
10:30am E. Ebert
5:30pm Janet D’Souza

Parish Groups
Monday
Senior Legion of Mary 10:00 - 11:15am
Junior Legion of Mary 4:00pm - 5:00pm
Legion of Mary (Group 2) 7:00 - 8:00pm
Tuesday
State School Catechism Classes 4-5pm
Wednesday
Knights of the Southern Cross meet
7:30pm first Wednesday of the month
Thursday
Coffee Club 10:00am - 11:00am
Altar Server Training 5:30pm - 6:30pm
Charismatic Prayer Group 7:30pm
Sunday
RCIA 9:30am




Daily Antiphons - Monday, March 10 to Saturday, March 15, 2025
Monday of the First Week of Lent - March 10

Entrance Antiphon: Like the eyes of slaves on the hand of their lords, so our eyes are on the Lord our God,
till He show us His mercy. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Responsorial Psalm: Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

Gospel Acclamation: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! This is the favourable time, this
is the day of salvation. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Communion Antiphon: Amen, I say to you: Whatever you did for one of the least of My brethren, you did it
for Me, says the Lord. Come, you blessed of My Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.

Tuesday of the First Week of Lent - March 11

Entrance Antiphon: O Lord, You have been our refuge, from generation to generation; from age to age, You
are.

Responsorial Psalm: From all their afflictions God will deliver the just.

Gospel Acclamation: Praise and honour to You, Lord Jesus Christ! No one lives on bread alone, but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God. Praise and honour to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

Communion Antiphon: When I called, the God of justice gave me answer; from anguish You released me;
have mercy, O Lord, and hear my prayer!

Wednesday of the First Week of Lent - March 12

Entrance Antiphon: Remember Your compassion, O Lord, and Your merciful love, for they are from of old.

Let not our enemies exult over us. Redeem us, O God of Israel, from all our distress.

Responsorial Psalm: A broken, humbled heart, O God, You will not scorn.

Gospel Acclamation: Glory and praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ! With all your heart turn to Me, for I am
tender and compassionate. Glory and praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

Communion Antiphon: All who take refuge in You shall be glad, O Lord, and ever cry out their joy, and You
shall dwell among them.

Thursday of the First Week of Lent - March 13

Entrance Antiphon: To my words give ear, O Lord; give heed to my sighs. Attend to the sound of my cry, my
King and my God.

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, on the day I called for help, You answered me.

Gospel Acclamation: Glory to You, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! Create a clean heart in me, O God; give
back to me the joy of Your salvation. Glory to You, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Communion Antiphon: Everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who
knocks, the door will be opened.

Friday of the First Week of Lent - March 14

Entrance Antiphon: Set me free from my distress, O Lord. See my lowliness and suffering, and take away all
my sins.

Responsorial Psalm: If You, O Lord, laid bare our guilt, who could endure it

Gospel Acclamation: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! Rid yourselves of all your sins
and make a new heart and a new spirit. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!

Communion Antiphon: As I live, says the Lord, I do not desire the death of the sinner, but rather that he
turn back and live.

Saturdav of the First Week of Lent - March 15

Entrance Antiphon: The law of the Lord is perfect; it revives the soul. The decrees of the Lord are steadfast;
they give wisdom to the simple.

Responsorial Psalm: Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!

Gospel Acclamation: Praise and honour to You, Lord Jesus Christ! This is the favourable time, this is the day
of salvation. Praise and honour to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

Communion Antiphon: Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect, says the Lord.




