
Divine Mercy Sunday - Readings for Mass (Year B) April 7, 2024 

                        

Entrance Antiphon:  Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in Him you may 
grow to salvation, alleluia. 
First Reading - Acts 4:32-35 
The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one claimed for his own use anything that he 
had, as everything they owned was held in common.  The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus with great power, and they were all given great respect. None of their members was ever in 
want, as all those who owned land or houses would sell them, and bring the money from them, to present it 
to the apostles; it was then distributed to any members who might be in need. 
Responsorial Psalm:  Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is everlasting. 
Second Reading - 1 John 5:1-6 
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten by God; and whoever loves the Father that begot 
him loves the child whom he begets. We can be sure that we love God’s children if we love God himself and 
do what he has commanded us; this is what loving God is – keeping his commandments; and his 
commandments are not difficult, because anyone who has been begotten by God has already overcome the 
world; this is the victory over the world – our faith. Who can overcome the world? Only the man who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God: Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, not with water only, but 
with water and blood; with the Spirit as another witness – since the Spirit is the truth. 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in Me, Thomas, because you have seen Me; happy 
those who have not seen Me, but still believe!  Alleluia! 
Gospel Reading - John 20:19-31 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, 
and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ After saying 
this he breathed on them and said ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are 
forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the 
Twelve,  was  not  with  them when  Jesus  came.  When  the  disciples  said,  ‘We have  seen  the  Lord’,  he 
answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they 
made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in 
the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among 
them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. 
Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my 
God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet 
believe.’ There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in 
this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing this you may have life through his name.
Stewardship Collection: Covering church and parish expenses. 

Communion Antiphon:  Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving but 
believing, alleluia. 
Presbytery Collection: For the domestic needs of the priests and for the support of retired clergy.

Welcome to St. Gerard’s parish, where we foster 
the wellbeing and safety of all children and adults 
at risk. Since we take the safety of our young and 
vulnerable parishioners seriously, we have a zero 

tolerance policy when it comes to abuse. All 
parishioners have the right to feel safe and 

welcome. If you have any concerns, visit https://
www.stgerards.org.au/child-safety-professional-

standards/ or see the Safeguarding Officer.  
“Child Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility” 

ST. GERARD’S CATHOLIC PARISH Parish Priest: Fr. Shanthaiah Marneni 
Parish	Phone:	9792	4422	Parish	Email:	dandenongnorth@cam.org.au		
Website:	www.stgerards.org.au	Facebook:	facebook.com/saintgerardparish		
Address:	71	Gladstone	Road,	Dandenong	North,	Victoria,	3175	
Confession:	Please	see	website,	bulletin	or	notice	board	for	amended	confession	times	
Parish	Secretary:	Sinthia	Stellato	(Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Friday)	
Parish	Secretary	&	Safeguarding	Of?icer:	Sumitha	Moses		(Monday	&	Thursday)	
Of?ice:	Monday	to	Friday	from	9.00am	to	2.30pm	
Principal	of	St.	Gerard’s	Catholic	School:	Mr.	Paul	Cowan	
School	Phone:	9791	7553	Email:	principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au
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Divine Mercy Sunday - 7th April 
Main Celebrant - Monsignor Geoff Barron 

Divine Mercy Sunday will be celebrated at the  
8:30am and 10:30am Mass. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will begin at 1:00pm.  
Confessions will be heard between 1:30pm and 2:30pm. 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will begin at 3:00pm, with 
Benediction and Mass to follow. 

The Mass will be officiated by Monsignor Geoff Barron and con-
celebrated by Fr. Shanthaiah Marneni. 

At the conclusion of Mass, we invite all parishioners to join us for 
a sausage sizzle bbq. All proceeds raised will go to the upgrading 

of the Parish Hall.  
We look forward to welcoming you then.

PARISH NEWS, NOTICES AND REFLECTION  

God and Beer April - Divine and Human 
Fatherhood. With speaker Brendan Triffet on 

Monday 15th April. Time:  6.30pm dinner 
available for purchase, 7.30pm for the talk.  
Cost: Free (donations gratefully accepted).  

Venue: Notting Hill Hotel (Steakhouse Room),  
260-262 Ferntree Gully Rd, Notting Hill. 

Register: Godandbeer.com.au. What does it mean 
to be a good father? What is God's plan for fathers 
and children? What does it mean to be a child of 
God the Father? This is an especially important 

topic in today's world where fathers are often seen 
as necessary or problematic.

Experience transformation at  
“Equipped for Mission: Answering the call to 

‘Go Make Disciples’” hosted by Our Lady Help 
of Christians Parish.  

Tailored for parish leaders and priests, this event 
features a keynote by Dan O’Rourke, President of 

Divine Renovation. Engage in mission-focused 
workshops, gaining practical skills, equip yourself 
with valuable resources to bring positive change 
to your parish. Reserve your spot and take the 
next step in becoming a missionary disciple in 

your parish community. Saturday, April 13, 2024.  
• 9:15 AM (Mass) – 4:30PM (lunch, morning and 

afternoon tea included)  • Our Lady Help of 
Christians Parish, 496 Princes Hwy, Narre Warren. 

Please register at https://melbournecatholic.org/
events/answering-the-call-to-go-make-disciples or 

contact Jeff Zaher on 0477 188 883.

You are invited to the Thomas More Centre's 2024  
Autumn School in Albury!  

The Autumn School in Albury will be the first of the 21st-century 
“schools” since the highly regarded summer schools of the 2000s. Details: 
Who can go? Anyone 18+. Date: April 19 & 20, 2024. Venue: St Patrick's 

Catholic Parish Hall, Albury, NSW. Cost: $150 (full price), $130 early 
bird (book by this Sunday, March 31). What’s covered: All sessions and 

catering (incl. morning tea, lunch, dinner, drinks/refreshments). Key 
speakers: Fr Peter Murphy, Fr Sean Byrnes, Fr Bradley Rafter, Anthony 

Gordon, Anna Krohn & Stina Constantine. For any queries, contact 
Catherine Stewart, TMC Albury organiser, at 0419 515 330. Don't miss out 

- book your spot here! Please consider making a donation to the TMC to 
help us run more events. 

The Day the Lord Made: Scott Hahn Reflects on Divine Mercy Sunday 
Three times in today’s Psalm we cry out a victory shout: “His mercy endures forever.” 

Truly we’ve known the everlasting love of God, who has come to us as our Saviour. By the blood and water that flowed 
from Jesus’ pierced side (see John 19:34), we’ve been made God’s children, as we hear in today’s Epistle. 

Yet we never met Jesus, never heard Him teach, never saw Him raised from the dead. His saving Word came to us in the 
Church—through the ministry of the apostles, who in today’s Gospel are sent as  

He was sent. 
He was made a life-giving Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 15:45) and He filled His apostles with that Spirit. As we hear in today’s 

First Reading, they bore witness to His resurrection with great power. And through their witness, handed down in the 
Church through the centuries, their teaching and traditions have reached us (see Acts 2:42). 

We encounter Him as the apostles did—in the breaking of the bread on the Lord’s day (see Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 
16:2; Revelation 1:10). 

There is something liturgical about the way today’s Gospel scenes unfold. It’s as if John is trying to show us how the risen 
Lord comes to us in the liturgy and sacraments. 

In both scenes it is Sunday night. The doors are bolted tight, yet Jesus mysteriously comes. He greets them with an 
expression, “Peace be with you,” used elsewhere by divine messengers (see Daniel 10:19; Judges 6:23). He shows them 
signs of His real bodily presence. And on both nights the disciples respond by joyfully receiving Jesus as their “Lord.” 

Isn’t this what happens in the Mass—where our Lord speaks to us in His Word, and gives himself to us in the sacrament of 
His body and blood? 

Let us approach the altar with joy, knowing that every Eucharist is the day the Lord has made—when the victory of Easter is 
again made wonderful in our eyes.

GLORY OF EUROPE TRIP: You are invited on a remarkable journey to explore the Glory of Europe. Immerse yourself in the 
rich history and profound spirituality of this journey as we embark on a tour from Lisbon to Rome. The package cost is 5500 

AUD exclusive of Airfare. The tour commences on 21 September 2024. For enquiries or booking, please phone  
on 0459 726 360 or nativitytoursau@gmail.com
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MASS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday Vigil, Divine Mercy, 6th April  
Please note:  Daylight savings ends tonight 
Vigil 5:30pm Emerald & Candice (Remembrance ✜)   
Mass 7:00pm Maronite Community 
Divine Mercy Sunday, 7th April 
Mass 8:30am Harold Scanlon (Death Anniversary ✜) 
  and  Maria Paola (Birthday Remembrance ✜)  
Mass 10:30am Moses and Family - Thanksgiving Mass on their   
    25th Wedding Anniversary  
  and  Antonio Puleio (Death Anniversary ✜)  
  and  Alfred & Noeline Reynold - Thanksgiving Mass   
    on their 40th Wedding Anniversary  
From 1:00pm Exposition, Rosary & then confession 1:30-2:30pm 
3:00pm   Divine Mercy Chaplet, Benediction and Mass    
    officiated by Msgr. Geoff Barron  
    NO EVENING MASS TODAY 
Monday, 8th April - The Annunciation of the Lord 
Mass 9:15am Margaret & Alexander (Death Anniversary ✜) 
  and  Bertha Ratnayake (Birthday Remembrance ✜) 
  and  Angela Chmielewski (Recently Deceased ✜)  
Tuesday, 9th April 
Mass 9:15am  Tom O’Shaughnessy (Remembrance ✜) 
  and  Carmela Bruno (Birthday Remembrance ✜) 
Wednesday, 10th April 
Mass 9:15am  Fr. Francis Xavier MSFS (Remembrance ✜) 
  and  Vivian MacDonald (Death Anniversary ✜) 
Thursday, 11th April - Saint Stanislaus 
Mass 9:15am  For the healing of Maleena 
Friday, 12th April 
Mass 9:15am Healing for Shrwin 
Saturday, 13th April   
Mass 9:15am Private Intention and for the Souls in Purgatory 
Saturday Vigil, 13th April - Third Sunday of Easter 
Vigil 5:30pm Murieal De Silva (Death Anniversary ✜)   
Mass 7:00pm Maronite Community 
Sunday, 14th April - Third Sunday of Easter 
Mass 8:30am Giovanna McKercher (Remembrance ✜) 
Mass 10:30am Thanksgiving for Kaashvi 
12:00pm  Congratulations Joy Maliko, Ma’Aofoia Maliko   
    and Arjun Ryan on your baptism. God bless you   
    all and your family. 
Mass 3:30pm Tamil Community 
Mass 5:30pm Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of Jesus  

Church Cleaning 
Saturday, April 13 

Knights of the Southern Cross 
Saturday, April 20 

S. Jose, Linda & Family

Reading Roster 
Saturday, April 13 
5:30pm   P. Kroon 
Sunday, April 14 

8:30am   G. Van Hees 
10:30am   J. Abraham 
5:30pm   M. Yallapa 
Saturday, April 20 

5:30pm   D. Franklin 
Sunday, April 21 
8:30am   R. Noble 
10:30am   M. Jose 

5:30pm   J. Panicker 

Please pray for… 
Our sick: Mary Considine, Frances  
& Lovett Dos Remedios, Crystal 
Wilson, Charlie Cassar, Tyrone 
Francisco, Heather Fernandez, 
Alessandro Zaia, Eliana Scardigli, 
Steven & Monica Dickson, Sandy 
Hayman, Anne Moorthy, Jeannie 
Joseph, Fr. Rodney, Maria O’Blak, 
Maria Tomaselli, Colin Hillas, Aldo 
Provenazzano, Job Thaejus, Monica 
Kelly, Sunny, Jimmy Logan, Carmel 
Feola , Libby Wilson, Clar is 
Sebestiampillai, Bob Grosser, 
Krzysztof Borkowski, Elajah Isah 
Ramon Jabbour, Maleena, Melanie, 
Selina Tour 
The recently deceased:  
Baptist Abeyadeera, Maureen 
Norico, Lesley Hosking, Berty 
M a c l o u , J a c q u e s M a c l o u , 
Giuseppe De Benedetto, Angela 
Chmielewski, William Fernando 
Anniversaries/Remembrances: 
Harold Scanlon, Maria Paola

Confession 
Confession will not be heard 

on a Sunday or Monday.  
Confession is heard Tuesday 
to Saturday, from 8:20am to 
8:50am, and after the Mass 
on Saturday until 10:30am. 

For more information,  
please visit: 

www.stgerards.org.au 

http://www.stgerards.org.au
http://www.stgerards.org.au


Daily Antiphons - Monday, April 8th to Saturday, April 13th, 2024 
Monday of the Second Week of Easter - 8th April - The Annunciation of the Lord 
Entrance Antiphon: The Lord said, as He entered the world: Behold, I come to do Your will, O God. 
Responsorial Psalm: Here am I, Lord; I come to do Your will. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!  The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us; and we saw 
His glory. Alleluia! 
Communion Antiphon: Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and His name will be called 
Emmanuel. 
Tuesday of the Second Week of Easter - 9th April 
Entrance Antiphon: Let us rejoice and be glad and give glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns, alleluia. 
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is king; He is robed in majesty. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The Son of Man must be lifted up so that all who believe in Him 
may have eternal life. Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: The Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead, and so enter into His glory, 
alleluia. 
Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter - 10th April 
Entrance Antiphon: I will praise You, Lord, among the nations; I will tell of Your name to my kin, alleluia. 
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! God loved the world so much, He gave us His only Son, that all who 
believe in Him might have eternal life. Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: I have chosen you from the world, says the Lord, and have appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, alleluia. 
Thursday of the Second Week of Easter - 11th April - Saint Stanislaus 
Entrance Antiphon: Perpetual light will shine on Your Saints, O Lord, and life without end for ever, 
alleluia. 
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in Me, Thomas, because you have seen Me; happy are 
those who have not seen Me, but still believe. Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of 
wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit, alleluia. 
Friday of the Second Week of Easter - 12th April 
Entrance Antiphon: You have redeemed us, Lord, by Your Blood, from every tribe and tongue and people 
and nation, and have made us into a kingdom, priests for our God, alleluia. 
Responsorial Psalm: One thing I seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: Christ our Lord was handed over for our transgressions and was raised again for 
our justification, alleluia. 
Saturday of the Second Week of Easter - 13th April 
Entrance Antiphon: O chosen people, proclaim the mighty works of Him who called you out of darkness 
into His wonderful light, alleluia. 
Responsorial Psalm: Lord, let Your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in You. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Christ is risen, the Lord of all creation; He has shown pity on all 
people. Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: Father, I wish that, where I am, those You gave me may also be with me, that they 
may see the glory that You gave me, alleluia. 




