
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Readings for Mass (Year A) September 24, 2023  
                        

Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to Me in any 
distress, I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 
First Reading - Isaiah 55: 6-9 
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is still near. Let the wicked man 
abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, 
to our God who is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways not your 
ways – it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the heavens are as high above earth as my ways are above 
your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts. 

Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is near to all who call Him. 
Second Reading - Philippians 1:20-24, 27 
Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my life or by my death. Life to me, of course, is 
Christ, but then death would bring me something more; but then again, if living in this body means 
doing work which is having good results – I do not know what I should choose. I am caught in this 
dilemma: I want to be gone and be with Christ, which would be very much the better, but for me to 
stay alive in this body is a more urgent need for your sake. Avoid anything in your everyday lives 
that would be unworthy of the gospel of Christ. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of Your 
Son. Alleluia! 
Gospel Reading - Matthew 20: 1-16 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire 
workers for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent 
them to his vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the market 
place and said to them, “You go to my vineyard too and I will give you a fair wage.” So they went. 
At about the sixth hour and again at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at 
about the eleventh hour he went out and found more men standing round, and he said to them, “Why 
have you been standing here idle all day?” “Because no one has hired us” they answered. He said to 
them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, 
“Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last arrivals and ending with the first.” 
So those who were hired at about the eleventh hour came forward and received one denarius each. 
When the first came, they expected to get more, but they too received one denarius each. They took 
it, but grumbled at the landowner. “The men who came last” they said “have done only one hour, 
and you have treated them the same as us, though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.” 
He answered one of them and said, “My friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on 
one denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the last comer as much as I pay you. Have 
I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious because I am generous?” Thus the last 
will be first, and the first, last.’ 
Communion Antiphon: You have laid down Your precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be 
firm in keeping Your statutes.

Welcome to St. Gerard’s parish, where we foster 
the wellbeing and safety of all children and adults 
at risk. Since we take the safety of our young and 
vulnerable parishioners seriously, we have a zero 

tolerance policy when it comes to abuse. All 
parishioners have the right to feel safe and 

welcome. If you have any concerns, visit https://
www.stgerards.org.au/child-safety-professional-

standards/ or see the Safeguarding Officer.  
“Child Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility” 

ST. GERARD’S CATHOLIC PARISH  Parish Priest: Fr. Shanthaiah Marneni 
Parish	Phone:	9792	4422	Parish	Email:	dandenongnorth@cam.org.au		
Website:	www.stgerards.org.au	Facebook:	facebook.com/saintgerardparish		
Address:	71	Gladstone	Road,	Dandenong	North,	Victoria,	3175	
Confession:	Tuesday-Saturday	8:20am-8:50am	&	Saturday	after	Mass	until	10:30am	
Parish	Secretary:	Sinthia	Stellato	(Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Friday)	
Parish	Secretary	&	Safeguarding	Of?icer:	Sumitha	Moses		(Monday	&	Thursday)	
Of?ice:	Monday	to	Friday	from	9.00am	to	2.30pm	
Principal	of	St.	Gerard’s	Catholic	School:	Mr.	Paul	Cowan	
School	Phone:	9791	7553	Email:	principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au
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PARISH NEWS, NOTICES AND REFLECTION  

A bus will be leaving from St Gerard’s at 11:00am on 
Saturday, 7th October for the March For Babies. Please leave 

an envelope at the piety stall with your name and contact 
number to register.  Cost is $10 per family/person and $5 for 
pensioners. Please come and support this very worthy cause, 

as every life matters. For further information,  
please contact Maree on 0407 762 057.

Becoming Missionary Disciples with Archbishop Julian Porteous. Archbishop Julian Porteous is one of the most courageous 
bishops in Australia today. He is visiting Melbourne to inspire Catholics to be missionary disciples using their "head, heart and 

hands" to evangelise.  Topic: Becoming Missionary Disciples. Speaker: Archbishop Julian Porteous. Date: Wednesday 4th 
October. Time: 6.30pm light supper provided, 7.00pm Talk begins. Cost: Free, light supper provided. Venue: Greg Craven 

Conference Centre, Australian Catholic University, Fitzroy. Registration essential: Catholicevents.com.au.  
An initiative of the Knights of the Southern Cross Victoria.

On Sunday, 15th October, our Parish will celebrate the Feast of St. Gerard. Mass will be officiated by Regional Bishop Tony 
Ireland at 10:30am. Following Mass, we are holding a Trivia Luncheon. Thank you to those whom have offered their help. If 

you are able to assist, please contact the parish office on 9792 4422. Thank you in advance. 
Please note in your diary that there will be no 5:30pm Mass held on this day. 

The Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver will hold their Annual Mission Fair on Saturday, 14 October beginning 9.00 am – 
2.30 pm at 154 Cotham Road, Kew. This year the proceeds raised will be for the renovation and extension of a school in 

Zambia run by Franciscan Sisters of the Presentation for marginalised children.’ Enquiries Phone: 9817 3715.

First and Last: Scott Hahn Reflects on the Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The house of Israel is the vine of God, who planted and watered it, preparing the Israelites to bear fruits of righteousness  

(see Isaiah 5:7; 27:2–5). 
Israel failed to yield good fruits, and the Lord allowed His vineyard, Israel’s kingdom, to be overrun by conquerors (see Psalm 
80:9–20). But God promised that one day He would replant His vineyard and its shoots would blossom to the ends of the earth 

(see Amos 9:15; Hosea 14:5–10). 
This is the biblical backdrop to Jesus’ parable of salvation history in today’s Gospel. The landowner is God. The vineyard is the 
kingdom. The workers hired at dawn are the Israelites, to whom He first offered His covenant. Those hired later in the day are 

the Gentiles, the non-Israelites, who, until the coming of Christ, were strangers to the covenants of promise (see Ephesians 
2:11–13). In the Lord’s great generosity, the same wages, the same blessings promised to the first-called, the Israelites, will be 

paid to those called last, the rest of the nations. 
This provokes grumbling in today’s parable. Doesn’t the complaint of those first labourers sound like that of the older brother 
in Jesus’ prodigal son parable (see Luke 15:29–30)? God’s ways, however, are far from our ways, as we hear in today’s First 

Reading. And today’s readings should caution us against the temptation to resent God’s lavish mercy. 
Like the Gentiles, many will be allowed to enter the kingdom late—after having spent most of their days idling in sin. 

But even these can call upon Him and find Him near, as we sing in today’s Psalm. We should rejoice that God has compassion 
on all whom He has created. This should console us, too, especially if we have loved ones who remain far from the vineyard. 
Our task is to continue labouring in His vineyard. As Paul says in today’s Epistle, let us conduct ourselves worthily, struggling 

to bring all men and women to the praise of His name.

From 27th September to 5th November you’re invited to join other Christians for 40 Days for Life – 40 days of prayer and 
fasting for an end to abortion. You’re also invited to stand and peacefully pray during a 40-day vigil – location and other 

information: www.40daysforlife.com/en/melbourne.  We are also running parish teams and if you would like information on 
this please call Andrew Vaccaro at 0404 390 824 or avaccaro@internode.on.net .  A sign-up sheet and information flyers will 

also be available.To make a donation: 40 Days for Life Melbourne BSB: 063 167   ACC: 11053337

Fr. Shanthaiah will be hosting an Advent Reflection meeting beginning the 3rd of December. The meetings will be held once 
per week in the Library room. Should you wish to join this program, please email dandenongnorth@cam.org.au or please call 

during office hours to provide your contact details. Thank you.

Catholic Bible Study - “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible" - An 8-week overview of the story of the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Includes dinner, Bible study and small group discussion. Children's Catechesis available. Cost: Free. Dates: 8 
Tuesdays starting Tuesday, 10th October. Time: 6.00pm-7.45pm. Venue: St Gerard's Dandenong North - Majellan Hall.  

To register: tinyurl.com/catholicbiblestudy2023

Enrolments for Prep (Foundation) in 2024 are now open and 
Parish families are our first priority for enrolments.  

If you have or know of a child who will be starting school next 
year, please call 9791 7553 to arrange a meeting and tour with 

the Principal Mr. Paul Cowan.  Please visit our website  
https://www.sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au   

for more information. 
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MASS and INTENTIONS 
Saturday Vigil, September 23 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass 5:30pm  Antonio Sacco & Giovanni Marotta  
    (Death Anniversary & Remembrance ✜) 
  and  Angelina Sacco (Birthday Remembrance ✜)   
  and  For the Soul of Jerry Rodrigues (Remembrance ✜)  
Mass 7:00pm Maronite Community 
Sunday, September 24 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass 8:30am  Fr. William Van Kooy (Death Anniversary ✜) 
Mass 10:30am Gennaro De Marco  
    (1st Month Death  Remembrance ✜) 
  and   Baptism Welcome Rite Blessing 
Mass 5:30pm  Violet & Anthony Sabba, Cliff Micallef and Sylvia 
    Domenici (Remembrance ✜) 
Monday, September 25 
Mass 9:15am  Joshy Valavi (Death Anniversary ✜) 
Tuesday, September 26 - Parish Office Closed today 
Mass 9:15am  Intentions of the Parish 
Wednesday, September 27 - St. Vincent De Paul 
Mass 9:15am  Trilby Domingo (Death Anniversary ✜) 
Thursday, September 28 
Mass 9:15am  Intentions of the Parish 
Friday, September 29 - Saints Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 
Mass 9:15am  For the Repose of the Soul of Antonette and   
    Charles Henry Vettivelu (Death Anniversary ✜)  
Saturday, September 30 - Saint Jerome 
Mass 9:15am  Thanksgiving on the 2nd birthday of Isabelle   
    Grace D’Vaz and  
    Thanksgiving to Our Lady of Lourdes 
Saturday Vigil, September 30 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass 5:30pm  For the repose of the soul of Lise Donaldson 
    (Remembrance ✜) 
  and  For all deceased souls of the Latouche-Rosette   
    and Cabral families and for 
    Philippe & Marise Gnany (Remembrance ✜)  
Mass 7:00pm Maronite Community 
Sunday, October 1 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass 8:30am  Jennifer Waduge (1st Death Anniversary ✜) 
Mass 10:30am Intentions of the Parish 
12:00pm   Congratulations to the children whom will be   
    baptised. May God bless them and their families:  

Faustina Therese Velasco, Alleah Brooklyn  
Woolridge, Shyamalie Jayne Pigera &  

Leonidas Constance Pigera  
Mass 5:30pm  Intentions of the Parish 

Church Cleaning 
Saturday, September 30 

Knights of the Southern Cross 
Saturday, October 7 

S. Jose, Linda & Family

Reading Roster 
Saturday Vigil, September 30 
5:30pm  A. Miranda 
Sunday, October 1 
8:30am  I. Mulipola 
10:30am  S. Moses 
5:30pm  Janet D’Souza 
Saturday Vigil, October 7 
5:30pm  P. Kroon 
Sunday, October 8 
8:30am  G. VanHees 
10:30am  A. Pacifique 
5:30pm  M. Yallapa

Please remember to pray for… 
Our sick: Mary Considine, Crystal 
Wilson, Frances  & Lovett 
DosRemedios, Charlie Cassar, 
Debbie Juchno, Tyrone Francisco, 
V i n c e n t N e w t o n , H e a t h e r 
Fernandez, Alessandro Zaia, Eliana 
Scardigli, Jeanne Joseph, Giovanna 
McKercher, Steven & Monica 
Dickson, Sandy Hayman, Anne 
Moorthy, Jean Joseph, Fr. Rodney, 
Maria O’Blak, Maria Tomaselli, 
Aldo Provenazzano, Colin Hillas, 
Job Thaejus 

The recently deceased: Anna 
Pradel, Angelo Barbic, Fr. Brian 
Gleeson, Fr. Francis Xavier, 
Sarah Cleary, Gennaro DeMarco, 
KerrieAnne Rosette, Harry Brian 
Fernando, Nicolina Rosella 
Anniversaries/Remembrances: 
Fr. William Van Kooy, Antonio 
and Angelina Sacco, Giovanni 
Marotta, Maria Cardamone, Roy 
DeKauwe

Confession 
Confession will not be heard on 

a Sunday or Monday.  
Confession is heard Tuesday to 

Saturday, from 8:20am to 
8:50am, and after the Mass on 

Saturday until 10:30am. 
Church 

The Church will be open for 
private prayer Monday to Friday 
at 8:00am and closed at 2:30pm. 

On Saturday and Sunday, the 
Church is open from 8am and 
closed after the 5:30pm Mass. 



Daily Antiphons - Monday, September 25 to Saturday, September 30, 2023 (Year A) 
  

Monday of the Twenty-Fifth Week in Ordinary Time - September 25 
Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to Me in any distress, 
I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord has done marvels for us. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Let your light shine before all, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father. Alleluia! 
Communion Antiphon: You have laid down Your precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be firm in 
keeping Your statutes. 
Tuesday of the Twenty-Fifth Week in Ordinary Time - September 26 
Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to Me in any distress, 
I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 
Responsorial Psalm: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep it. Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: You have laid down Your precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be firm in 
keeping Your statutes. 
Wednesday of the Twenty-Fifth Week in Ordinary Time - September 27 - Saint Vincent De Paul 
Entrance Antiphon: The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, for He has anointed Me and sent Me to preach 
the good news to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted. 
Responsorial Psalm: Blessed be God who lives for ever. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The kingdom of God is near; repent and believe the Good News! 
Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: Let them thank the Lord for His mercy, His wonders for the children of men, 
for He satisfies the thirsty soul, and the hungry He fills with good things. 
Thursday of the Twenty-Fifth Week in Ordinary Time - September 28 
Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to Me in any distress, 
I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord takes delight in His people. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one comes 
to the Father, except through Me. Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: You have laid down Your precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be firm in 
keeping Your statutes. 
Friday of the Twenty-Fifth Week in Ordinary Time - September 29 - Sts. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael  
Entrance Antiphon: Bless the Lord, all you His angels, mighty in power, fulfilling His word, and heeding 
His voice. 
Responsorial Psalm: In the sight of the angels I will sing Your praises, Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Bless the Lord, all you His angels, His ministers who do His will. 
Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: I will thank You, Lord, with all my heart; in the presence of the Angels I will 
praise You. 
Saturday of the Twenty-Fifth Week in Ordinary Time September 30 - Saint Jerome 
Entrance Antiphon: Blessed indeed is he who ponders the law of the Lord day and night: he will yield his 
fruit in due season. 
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord will guard us, like a shepherd guarding his flock. 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death and brought 
us life through His Gospel. Alleluia!  
Communion Antiphon: Lord God, Your words were found and I consumed them; Your word became the 
joy and the happiness of my heart.




