ST GERARD,S C ATHOLIC PARISH Welcome to St. Gerard’s parish, where we foster

. . . . the wellbeing and safety of all children and adults
Parish Priest: Fr. Shanthaiah Marneni at risk. Since we take the safety of our young and

vulnerable parishioners seriously, we have a zero
tolerance policy when it comes to abuse. All our

parishioners have the right to feel safe and

welcome. If you have any concerns, please contact

the Safeguarding Officer, Sumitha Moses.
“Child Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility”
https://www.stgerards.org.au/child-safety-
professional-standards/

Parish Phone: 9792 4422 Parish Email: dandenongnorth@cam.org.au

Website: www.stgerards.org.au Facebook: facebook.com/saintgerardparish

Address: 71 Gladstone Road, Dandenong North, Victoria, 3175

Office: Monday to Friday from 9.00am to 2.30pm

Parish Secretary: Sinthia Stellato Parish Secretary & Safeguarding Officer: Sumitha Moses
Principal of St. Gerard’s Catholic School: Mr. Paul Cowan

School Phone: 9791 7553 Email: principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au

The Epiphany of the Lord — Sunday, 2nd January, 2022
Entrance Antiphon: Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in His grasp, and
power and dominion.

First Reading - Isaiah 60:1-6

The glory of the Lord shines upon you. Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the
glory of the Lord is rising on you, though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples.
Above you the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears. The nations come to your light and
kings to your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes and look round: all are assembling and coming
towards you, your sons from far away and your daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight you
will grow radiant, your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you; the
wealth of the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and
Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense and singing the praise of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will adore You.

Second Reading - Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6

The revelation means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same
body. You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace he meant for you,
and that it was by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has
now been revealed through the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in
past generations; it means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the
same body, and that the same promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen His star in the East; and have come to adore
the Lord. Alleluia!

Gospel Reading - Matthew 2: 1-12

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men
came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star
as it rose and have come to do him homage.” When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so
was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people,
and enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’” they told him, ‘for
this is what the prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no means least
among the leaders of Judah, for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which
the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,” he said
‘and when you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.” Having
listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had
seen rising; it went forward and halted over the place where the child was. The sight of the star
filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and
falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of
gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and
returned to their own country by a different way.

Communion Antiphon: We have seen His star in the East, and have come with gifts to adore the
Lord.
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MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 1st, 2022

The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass 5:30pm Healing of Claris Sebestiampillai

*Maronite Mass will be held on Sunday instead of
Saturday for this week*

Sunday, 2nd January

The Epiphany of the Lord
Mass 8:30am Noel & Doris Bocks

(Remembrance)

Mass 10:30am  Violet & Anthony Saliba and
Sylvia Domenici

(Remembrance)

Mass 5:30pm Fanny, Patrick, Manolito &
Antaran and Cesar Callabero
(Remembrance)

Mass 7:00pm Maronite Community

Monday, 3rd January
Mass 9:15am Teresita Matilla

(Recently Deceased)

Tuesday, 4th January
Mass 9:15am Cedric & Benedicta Monteiro

(Thanksgiving - 25th Wedding
Anniversary)

Wednesday, 5th January

Mass 9:15am Gerard & Blendina Collins
(Thanksgiving - Wedding
Anniversary)
and Jonathan & Melanie Cheniart

(Thanksgiving)

Thursday, 6th January
Mass 9:15am Carolina & Nicoluzza

(Remembrance)

Friday, 7th January
Mass 9:15am Giuseppina Virgulto

(Remembrance)

Saturday, 8th January
Mass 9:15am Giuseppina Virgulto

(Remembrance)

Please remember to pray for...

Our sick: Neil Biggins, Giovanna McKercher,
Hercules Pillay, Kateri Byrnes, Victoria Briglia,
Karen Daniells, Brian Edwards, Peter Shaw-Dennis,
Rosemary Zaher, Allan Welsh, Kusum and Dinuk
Wickremasinghe, Carl DeRozario, Anton Jayamaha,
Joseph Irudairaj, Cedric & Deborah Rowland,
Michelle Bugone, Simone Valadon, Doreen Oliver,
Tina Vaca, Antonette Vettivelu, Claris

The recently deceased: Raymond Arthur, Filippo
Cordoma, Beverly Deabe, Pasquale Isabella

Anniversaries/Remembrances: Alfio Placido,
Carmela Tomaselli, Domenico & Rosa Pappalardo

Reading Roster

January

Sat. 8th  5:30pm J. D’Souza

Sun. 9th 8:30am R. Noble
10:30am M. Naidoo
5:30pm S. Hayman

January

Sat. 15th 5:30pm C. Fernando

Sun. 16th 8:30am I. Mulipola
10:30am M. Lourdunathan
5:30pm J. Panicker

Church Cleaning
Saturday 8th January, 2022
Jose Trissy, Linda & Family

Saturday 15th January, 2022
Moses Family, Vincent, Mary & Rebecca

Parish Notices
Dear Parishioners,
We have advertised to fill the position of Parish
Organist here at St. Gerard’s.

Further details of this and other positions can be
found on the Archdiocese website at:_https://
melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies. Should you
have any further questions please do not hesitate to
contact Human Resources at hradmin@cam.org.au
Please note that the Parish office will be closed from
Thursday December 23rd, 2021 and will re-open on
Monday, January 10th, 2022.

The staff and I wish to thank you all for your support
and kindness throughout the year.

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and may God
bless you all.

Fr. Shanthaiah Marneni, Parish Priest.
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Daily Antiphons
Monday after The Epiphany - January 3rd, 2022
Entrance Antiphon: A holy day has dawned upon us; Come, you nations, and adore the Lord, for
a great light has come down upon the earth.
Responsorial Psalm: I will give you all the nations for your heritage.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom and
healed all who were sick. Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon: We have seen His glory, the glory of an only Son coming from the Father,
filled with grace and truth.

Tuesday after The Epiphany - January 4th, 2022

Entrance Antiphon: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord: The Lord is God and has
given us light.

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will adore You.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The Lord sent Me to bring Good News to the poor and

freedom to prisoners. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Because of that great love of His with which God loved us, He sent His

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.

Wednesday after The Epiphany - January 5th, 2022

Entrance Antiphon: A people who walked in darkness has seen a great light; for those dwelling in
a land of deep gloom, a light has shone.

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will adore You.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Glory to Christ who is proclaimed to the world: glory
from all who believe in Him! Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: That life which was with the Father became visible, and has appeared to
us.

Thursday after The Epiphany - January 6th, 2022

Entrance Antiphon: In the beginning and before all ages, the Word was God and He humbled
Himself to be born the Saviour of the world.

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will adore You.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The Lord sent Me to bring Good News to the poor and
freedom to prisoners. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: God so loved the world that He gave His Only Begotten Son, so that all
who believe in Him may not perish, but may have eternal life.

Friday after The Epiphany - January 7th, 2022

Entrance Antiphon: A light has risen in the darkness of the upright of heart; the Lord is generous,
merciful and just.

Responsorial Psalm: Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom and
healed all who were sick. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: By this the love of God was revealed to us: God sent His Only Begotten
Son into the world, so that we might have life through Him.

Saturday after The Epiphany - January 8th, 2022

Entrance Antiphon: God sent His Son, born of a woman, so that we might receive adoption as
children.

Responsorial Psalm: The Lord takes delight in His people.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! A people in darkness have seen a great light; a radiant
dawn shines on those lost in death. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: From His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.




A King to Behold: Scott Hahn Reflects on the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
An “epiphany” is an appearance. In today’s readings, with their rising stars, splendorous lights, and mysteries revealed, the face
of the child born on Christmas day appears. Herod, in today’s Gospel, asks the chief priests and scribes where the Messiah is to
be born. The answer Matthew puts on their lips says much more, combining two strands of Old Testament promise—one
revealing the Messiah to be from the line of David (see 2 Samuel 2:5), the other predicting “a ruler of
Israel” who will “shepherd his flock” and whose “greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth” (see Micah
5:1-3).
Those promises of Israel’s king ruling the nations resound also in today’s Psalm. The psalm celebrates
David’s son, Solomon. His kingdom, we sing, will stretch “to the ends of the earth,” and the world’s kings 7
will pay him homage. That’s the scene too in today’s First Reading, as nations stream from the East, bearing ! /
“gold and frankincense” for Israel’s king. The Magi’s pilgrimage in today’s Gospel marks the fulfillment of
God’s promises. The Magi, probably Persian astrologers, are following the star that Balaam predicted would e
rise along with the ruler’s staff over the house of Jacob (see Numbers 24:17). Laden with gold and spices,
their journey evokes those made to Solomon by the Queen of Sheba and the “kings of the earth” (see 1 Kings 10:2, 25; 2
Chronicles 9:24). Interestingly, the only other places where frankincense and myrrh are mentioned together are in songs about
Solomon (see Song of Songs 3:6; 4:6, 14). One greater than Solomon is here (see Luke 11:31). He has come to reveal that all
peoples are “coheirs” of the royal family of Israel, as today’s Epistle teaches.
His manifestation forces us to choose: will we follow the signs that lead to Him as the wise Magi did? Or will we be like those
priests and scribes who let God’s words of promise become dead letters on an ancient page?

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
January 1 is the Solemnity (Holy Day) of Mary, Mother of God. To call Mary the “Mother of God” must not be understood as a
claim for Mary’s motherhood of divinity itself, but in the sense that Mary was mother of Jesus, who is truly God.
The Council of Ephesus in 431—long before the schisms with the Eastern churches and the Protestants—proclaimed “Mother of
God” a theologically correct title for Mary. So, far from being a cause of division, the common confession of Mary as “Mother of
God” should unite all Christians and distinguish Christian orthodoxy from various confusions of it, such as Arianism (the denial
that Jesus was God) or Nestorianism (in which Mary mothers only the human nature of Jesus but not his whole person).
Two themes are present in the readings for this solemnity: (1) the person of Mary, and (2) the name of Jesus. Why the name of
Jesus? Prior to the Second Vatican Council, the Octave Day of Christmas was the Feast of the Holy Name, not Mary Mother of
God. The legacy of that tradition can be seen in the choice of readings for this solemnity. (The Feast of the Holy Name was
removed from the calendar after Vatican II; St. John Paul II restored it as an optional memorial on January 3.) The shepherds
went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known the message that had been told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the
shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them. When eight days were completed for his circumcision, he
was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. Luke 2:16-21

We note several things: Mary “kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” This is not only a historical indication of
where St. Luke is getting his information about these events (so say John Paul II in his Wednesday audience of January 28, 1987
and the Catholic tradition generally), but also a model of the contemplative vocation to which all Christians are called.
Especially during this Christmas season, up until the baptism of Jesus, we should carve out some time for quiet prayer, to
meditate on the incredible events we celebrate, and to allow their meaning to sink into our hearts. Then we see the shepherds
“glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.” This, too, describes the Christian’s vocation. Pope Francis in
particular has called us to return to the aspect of praise and joy that characterises the disciple of Jesus. Our faith is experiential;
it is not just a philosophy. It is an encounter with a person. All of us should know what it means to come into contact with Jesus,

to “hear and see” him. In his First Epistle (which we are reading right now in daily Mass), St. John sounds much like the

shepherds:That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked

upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and

proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard

we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus

Christ. And we are writing this that our joy may be complete. (1 John 1:1-4 RSV2CE). Observe the connection in this passage with
“seeing” and “hearing” and the culmination in proclamation and joy. This is what disciples of Jesus do: they experience Jesus

and then proclaim in joy what they have encountered.

Finally, we see the naming of Jesus at his circumcision. Christians no longer practice circumcision because Baptism is the
“circumcision of the heart” promised by Moses that surpasses physical circumcision (see Deut 10:16; 30:6; Acts 2:37; Col 2:11-12).
Yet at our baptism, the “circumcision of our heart,” we still receive our Christian name. The name given to Jesus is the Hebrew
word y’shua, meaning “salvation.” In the Old Testament, we are more familiar with the name under the form ‘Joshua,” who was
an important type of Christ. Just as Moses was unable to lead the people of Israel into the promised land, but Joshua did, so also

Jesus is our new Joshua who takes us into the salvation to which Moses and his covenant could not lead us. Salvation is now
found in the name of Jesus because salvation means to enter into a relationship of childhood with God the Father. It’s not that
other great religious leaders (Mohammed, Buddha, Confucius, etc.) claimed to be able to lead us into divine childhood but
couldn’t. It’s that they did not even claim to be able to do so. Jesus is unique. So, Jesus says, “I am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). This is not arrogance. Jesus is the only great religious
founder in human history to proclaim that God is a Father and we can become his children. This concept of divine filiation is at

the heart of the Gospel. In a sense, it can be said to be the heart of the Gospel.
On this solemnity, let us give thanks to God that he has, through Jesus, made a way for us to become his children and receive a

new name which he has given us (see Rev 2:17). This intimate, personal relationship with God has been made possible by the
cooperation of Mary, who became the mother of the One whose name is Salvation.
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